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Lisa Kingsley

From: Jon Knapp <jonknapp@valtox.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 5, 2020 3:24 PM
To: odfw.commission@state.or.us
Subject: Proposed regulation changes for 2021 Southeast zone 

Categories: Forwarded to Fish

To all ODFW Commissioners, 
 
My name is Jon Knapp.  I have a home on the Williamson River in Chiloquin and I would like to add my 
support to the proposed regulation changes which will be discussed at the meeting later this week.  I have been 
fishing the Williamson River since 1980 as well as Klamath Lake, the Wood River, and Agency Lake.  The 
Redband populations have been in decline for at least the last 15 years even with mitigation efforts by ODFW 
fisheries biologist Bill Tinniswood.  If it were not for his efforts there might be even fewer fish in the 
system.  The main reason for the decline in my opinion is the ongoing drought conditions over the past 20 
years.  I think that the regulation changes outlined in proposals 26,27,28,32, and 33 are well founded.   If we 
don’t continue to do everything in our means to keep viable populations of Redband rainbows in the Klamath 
Basin there will not be any fish left for future generations to enjoy. 
 
Further, I would like to see even more restrictions in the future if required to try to help the Redband 
populations rebound, including no bait fishing, catch and release in Pelican Bay. 
 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Jon Knapp 
 
 
 
 
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 
 



Lisa Kingsley

From: Glen Putnam <gaput75@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 5, 2020 6:31 PM
To: odfw.commission@state.or.us
Subject: Crain prairie 

Categories: Forwarded to Fish

 
Have you noticed how skinny the fish are in Crain prairie. I wonder if the food supply has changed or releasing native fish 
back into the lake with hooks in them are keeping them from gaining weight though the year ?any thought on this 
subject. Thanks for listening Sent from my iPhone 



Lisa Kingsley

From: Marshal Moser <marshalmoser@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 5, 2020 6:08 PM
To: ODFW.Commission@state.or.us
Cc: Michelle.N.Dennehy@state.or.us; Marshal Moser
Subject: Support for a proposed 2021 Sport Fishing Regulation on the Williamson River -

Categories: Forwarded to Fish

Dear Commissioners: 
 
As a professional wildlife biologist, resident of the area involved, and citizen concerned for the health of the 
unique Redband Trout population of the upper Klamath Basin, I believe the following proposed regulation will 
benefit this fishery and I encourage you to support said proposal: 
Williamson River, Section: Mouth to Chiloquin Bridge, Proposal Number 33, Page Number 64: 
Proposed Regulation: Only single point hooks may be used. 
 
Furthermore, since the justification for this proposal is to provide "additional conservation protection for this 
unique and highly prized fishery" the sections of the river designated should probably go as far upstream as the 
Kirk Rd Bridge where the dominant population genetics is separate from that higher up in the system. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity for public input. 
 
Very sincerely, 
Marshal A. Moser, Jr. 
 
 
*********************************** 
Marshal A. Moser, Jr., C.W.B. 
Certified Wildlife Biologist 
EcoServices Ecological Consulting 
38062 Plehn Pines Dr. 
Chiloquin, Oregon 97624‐6715 
Personal Cell Phone: 541/880‐4629 
Personal E‐mail: marshalmoser@gmail.com 
************************************ 



Lisa Kingsley

From: Liam Browning <liambr89@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 5, 2020 11:46 PM
To: Michelle.N.Dennehy@state.or.us; odfw.commission@state.or.us
Subject: Proposed Changes to SE Zone Comment

Categories: Forwarded to Fish

Hello, 
 
I'm writing this email to comment on the proposed regulation changes to the Williamson River and Agency 
Lake.  
 
I own a home on the Williamson River and I live here year round. I frequently recreate on Upper Klamath Lake, 
Agency Lake, and the Williamson River. I buy my licenses, follow the regulations, and enjoy hunting, fishing, 
and boating. 
 
I am disappointed in the proposed changes and the lack of public outreach and public involvement regarding the 
changes.  
 
I believe a 1 fish limit on Agency Lake is appropriate and I disagree with the catch and release proposal. 
Keeping the 1 fish limit would maintain consistent regulations with the large adjoining body of water known as 
Upper Klamath Lake.  The vast majority of fisherman on Agency Lake practice catch and release. Occasionally 
and unfortunately, a fish will die after being hooked. When that happens, the fisherman stops fishing and goes 
home with food to put on the dinner table. People enjoy catching and consuming this amazing resource and they 
are happy to pay taxes and buy licenses for the opportunity to do so.  
 
I disagree with the proposed change to only allow artificial lures and flies on Agency Lake. I have rarely seen 
anyone using non-artificial lures/flies on Agency Lake, when I have, it's been a kid patiently watching a bobber. 
Maintaining the current regulations would keep things consistent with Upper Klamath Lake. I haven't witnessed 
or been presented with any data that shows harm to trout on Agency Lake from bait use and the use of non-
artificial lures or flies does not appear prevalent.  
 
If the concern is to keep things consistent and protect fish that are congregating in the Link River and Crystal 
Creek, I'm not necessarily opposed to the proposed changes; catch and release and artificial lures would be 
consistent with the current regulations for the Wood and Williamson. I don't see how Agency Lake fits into that 
equation though. Agency Lake is more similar to Upper Klamath Lake and non-artificial lure/fly use is not 
prevalent in Agency Lake.  
 
Although I understand the ecological importance of the cold water refuge that these streams, rivers, and creeks 
provide; it does seem that mandating artificial lures and flies has a disproportionate negative effect on fishermen 
who might not have access to a boat and are limited on fishable locations.  
 
I am disappointed that the Agenda Item Summary states that "This proposal has broad public support." The 
friends and neighbors that I have spoken to do not support these proposals and were surprised to hear that they 
were being proposed. It appears that these changes are being pushed through without public involvement or 
support.  
 



I am opposed to the single hook rule on the Williamson River. A shortened season, artificial lures, and catch 
and release are already in place. Now we're going to limit and regulate what type of hook is on the artificial 
lure? What's next? This proposed rule limits the recreational opportunities for the already small number of 
people using this river. People are confused and discouraged about how they are allowed to fish and further 
limits will exacerbate the issue. These proposed changes hurt local businesses and discourage recreational 
opportunities. 
 
It's disappointing that the state would not engage the public on these issues or provide the public with data that 
supports the proposals. Is it really the fishermen that are causing a decline, or is it that the fishermen have the 
smallest voice? I wouldn't dispute the data or the professional recommendations from the State but I would sure 
be interested in seeing the data and examining the numbers and the data collection process. Anecdotally, this 
has been the most abundant year of fishing that I've witnessed on Agency Lake and the Williamson River.  
 
I appreciate your acceptance of this comment and I understand the difficult job that you all face. I believe that 
this should be a collaborative process and that you should involve rather than punish the local community that 
enjoys, supports, and respects this fishery.  
 
 



Lisa Kingsley

From: Luke Ovgard <luke.ovgard@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, August 6, 2020 6:54 AM
To: odfw.commission@state.or.us
Cc: William Tinniswood
Subject: SE Zone Regulation Change Comment

Categories: Forwarded to Fish

Good morning!  
 
My name is Luke Ovgard, and I have a comment about the proposed regulation changes to the Williamson River in the 
SE Zone.  
 
Please specify that up to two single barbless hooks may be used to allow continued use of large streamers and Rapalas 
with two, single hooks.  
 
As most of the fish are large and piscivorous, anglers need the ability to continue to use larger lures to target these 
unique fish.  
 
Thanks for all you do.  
 
Tight lines! 
Luke 
 
Sent from my iPhone 



Lisa Kingsley

From: ODFW Info
Sent: Thursday, August 6, 2020 2:57 PM
To: Shane; ODFW Commission
Subject: RE: Proposed Changes to SE Zones Fish Regulations

Shane,  
 
I have forwarded your email to the ODFW Commission for their consideration, as you requested. The Commissioners 
formulate general state programs and policies concerning management and conservation of fish and wildlife resources 
and establishes seasons, methods and bag limits for recreational and commercial take.  They can be emailed directly at 
odfw.commission@state.or.us 
 
Matthew A. Falk 
Public Information Assistant, Information and Education Division Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
4034 Fairview Industrial Drive SE 
Salem, OR 97302 
Ph: (503) 947‐6027  
Web odfw.info@state.or.us 
 
 
 

From: Shane <snmdurant@centurytel.net>  
Sent: Thursday, August 6, 2020 2:20 PM 
To: odfw.info@state.or.us 
Subject: Proposed Changes to SE Zones Fish Regulations 
 

To ODFW Commission, 

I recently discovered (yesterday, 8/5/20) that there were proposals to change fishing regulations on Agency 
Lake.  

I am opposed to the proposed changes to fishing regulations on Agency Lake including changing to catch and 
release only, and artificial lures and flies only.   

Klamath and Agency Lakes have some of the best big trout (redband) fishing to be found in the lower forty 
eight states.  I frequently fish on Agency Lake with family and friends.  In a normal year I fish 15 to 30 days on 
Agency Lake. I have fished there for over 30 years. In a normal year we (people fishing on my boat) catch 100 
to 200 fish and release nearly all of them.   

I fish with lures, flies and bait and I occasionally keep a fish that dies from being caught.  So far this year we 
have been out on the lake 21 times and have caught  over 180 fish.   A little less than half of those were 20+ 
inches.   About 20 of those fish were between 26 and 29 inches long.  We kept five fish (between 18 and 23 
inches long).  All were caught on lures and could not be revived due to injuries incurred being caught.     

From my perspective over the past 30 years fishing has improved on Agency Lake.  We used to refer to it as the 
"lake of a thousand casts", meaning a thousand casts between fish.  That was somewhat of an exaggeration but 
we often caught none or only a few redbands per outing.  In the last several years we have often caught 10+ fish 



per outing.  Yesterday (8/5/20) I fished Agency with two family members.  Casting lures, we caught 21 
fish.  Three were over 26 inches.  One 18 inch fish died and was kept.  At that time I stopped fishing.   

This year has so far produced the best fishing of any of the 30 years I have fished Agency.  We have had several 
days of landing more than 20 fish and two days of more than 30 landed.  We will likely exceed 200 fish landed 
this year.  We are catching more fish and part of the more fish have been some smaller fish in the 8 to 12 inch 
range.  Those fish are about 25% of what we have landed.   

 

Some issues I have with the proposed changes:  

1.  Is there any catch or creel data to suggest that the fishery is declining.  Where can I find it?  My personal 
experience would suggest otherwise. 

2.  ODFW must know how many fish are kept by Agency Lake anglers each year.  What is that number?  What 
impact does that number have on the fishery? 

3.  Where is this proposal coming from?  Guides/fly anglers/tribe/other user groups who want to keep the 
fishery to themselves? 

4.  What constitutes "broad" public support?   

5.  Is the next step to make Agency flyfishing only? 

6.  ODFW should be promoting fishing for everyone including new anglers, children, trollers, baitcasters and 
fly anglers.  When fishing and hunting become activities that are viewed by the general public as only for the 
elite, talented and wealthy, public support for those activities will decline.   

7.  Currently, if I catch a fish, release it and it dies, I recover it and stop fishing (I have reached my one fish 
limit).  Under the new proposed catch and release rules, I would be forced to release a "dead fish".  Then, under 
the proposed rules I could continue fishing.   That seems a bit counter intuitive.  

8.  Why would keeping a fish to eat not be allowed?  I like to eat fish and they are supposed to be good for 
you.  Contrary to what guides, fly anglers and some fisheries biologists will tell you, most of these fish are good 
to eat (sample of five this year).  They all had firm orange meat including the one from yesterday.   

9.  Interesting that the Klamath Tribe supports these regulations but they fish year round with bait in 
Williamson and Wood River and keep many fish.  I don't begrudge them wanting to keep and eat fish but I 
think it is ridicules that they want to prevent everyone else from using bait and keeping one fish when they do 
otherwise.  Particularly when they often fish with bait and keep multiple large fish in areas where the redbands, 
that according to ODFW, are reaching critically low numbers, are gathered to spawn.  I have personally, on 
multiple occasions, observed anglers with "stringers" of large redbands from the Wood River.  These stringers 
of fish (3 to 10 fish) of which many are large adult fish, are being taken from the river mostly during spawning 
periods from November to February.   

10.  Bait fishing was how my children learned to fish on Agency Lake.  They were young (five or six years old) 
and fished with Batman and Cinderella kids poles.  If the fish were badly hooked I would cut the hook or line 
and release the fish.  This proposal would make it difficult or impossible for very young and/or handicapped 
people to fish in Agency Lake.   



11.  This proposal would further limit angler opportunity in the Klamath Basin. 

12.  A far better method of limiting fish mortality without restricting  fishing opportunities would be to help 
train the general fishing population on how to successfully release these large fish.   

Please consider these comments before ODFW further limits fishing opportunities in the Klamath Basin and Agency 
Lake.  

Sincerely, 

Shane Durant 



Lisa Kingsley

From: Rob Stuart <Rob.Stuart@onpointcu.com>
Sent: Thursday, August 6, 2020 4:29 PM
To: ODFW Commission
Subject: Proposal 27 - Crystal Creek

Dear Commissioners, 
  
I would like to support and expand the proposed restrictions to on proposal 27 – Crystal Creek. This is a fishery that is 
very vulnerable and limiting to lures and flies is a correct step with no bait allowed. In addition no harvest should be 
allowed and moved to strictly catch and release status. A combination of climate change and increased angler pressures 
will have vast negative impacts if not controlled.  
  
Thanks you for considering this expanded limitation. 
  
Rob Stuart  

 

Disclaimer 

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential and is subject to the restrictions of the Gramm-
Leach-Bliley Act. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are 
hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly 
prohibited and may be unlawful. 
 
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware.  



 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
4742 42nd Ave SW #462, Seattle, WA 98116| wildsteelheadcoalition.org 

 

 
August 6, 2020 

 
Dear Oregon Fish & Wildlife Commission,  
 
On behalf of the Wild Steelhead Coalition’s thousands of members, thank you for your extensive 
work on the Thermal Angling Sanctuaries (TAS) rule and for the opportunity to submit comments to 
support your work on this critical issue. As an organization dedicated to the protection of wild 
steelhead, we greatly appreciate your efforts to develop a plan to create permanent thermal angling 
sanctuaries and protect our diminishing runs of wild steelhead. We truly believe this work is essential 
for protecting declining steelhead populations in one of the most important salmonid strongholds.  
 
While in the grand scheme of things recreational angling is only responsible for a fraction of salmonid 
decline, especially compared to issues such as the Lower Snake River Dams, angling impacts can 
exacerbate population decline when runs are struggling. This fact is especially true when rivers are 
warm in the hot summer months and fish tend to congregate in coldwater refuges created by 
tributaries, where they can be more easily targeted by recreational fishermen.  
 
We believe that Thermal Angling Sanctuaries are a targeted and effective regulatory approach to 
protecting ESA-listed wild steelhead migrating in the Columbia River during the summer and fall. 
Furthermore, we believe these regulations are an essential element of regional efforts to recover ESA-
listed wild steelhead migrating to Oregon, Washington, and Idaho.  
 
By creating permanent thermal sanctuaries from July – September, we will be able to provide much-
needed protection for ESA-listed wild steelhead during a critical time when they are already stressed 
by warming water and high angling pressure. Additionally, given the Environmental Protection 
Agency and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s findings that the benefits of 
thermal refuges are negated when resting wild steelhead are caught by anglers, the importance and 
value of creating permanent TAS is even more apparent.  
 
The Wild Steelhead Coalition is grateful for Oregon’s history of taking swift action and temporarily 
closing steelhead fisheries in these coldwater refuges when the runs are particularly vulnerable. We 
believe a permanent TAS rule is an important next step forward that will build on the state’s previous 
efforts, protect wild steelhead, diminish the need for future emergency interventions, as well as provide 
much-needed certainty and clarity to the angling public.  
 
Thank you again for your continued work to protect wild steelhead and for your forward-thinking 
efforts to mitigate the impacts of climate change on our imperiled wild summer steelhead.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Bruce Skinner 
Board of Directors 
Wild Steelhead Coalition 



 
 

August 6, 2020 

Testimony to the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife Commission concerning proposed 
revisions to the 2021 fishing regulations regarding the two-rod endorsement on the Willamette 
River. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony regarding the two rod endorsement 

on the Willamette River. 

The signatory organizations below, which collectively represent thousands of Oregon 

anglers and sportfishing businesses throughout the Northwest, request that you amend current 

sportfishing rules to make the two-rod endorsement effective on a permanent basis on the 

Willamette River in a manner that mirrors 2019 regulations. 

The two-rod endorsement has been utilized successfully in past years on the Willamette 

River without any reported conservation downside. It is a popular management tool with 

recreational anglers, and has the added benefit of raising significant revenue for the agency, both 

of which are important considerations during these challenging times.  

Thank you for considering our views, 

Sincerely, 

 

Chris Hager 
Executive Director 
Association of Northwest Steelheaders 
 
Liz Hamilton 
Executive Director 
Northwest Sportfishing Industry Association 

Chris Cone 
Executive Director  
Oregon Coastal Conservation Association 

 



 

Bob Rees 
Executive Director 
Northwest Guides and Anglers 
 
Ian Issacson 
Board Chair 
Oregon Chapter Backcountry Hunters and Anglers 
 
Joel Strimling 
President 
Oregon Outdoor Council 
 
Greg Reed  
President 
ANWS Sandy River Chapter  
 
James Sallee 
President  
ANWS Midvalley Chapter  
 
Mark Hutchinson 
President 
ANWS Tualatin Valley Chapter 
 
Kyle Smith  
President 
ANWS McLoughlin Chapter 
 
Tim Wilson 
President  
ANWS Tom McCall Chapter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 




